
Join us for the 52nd Harvest Bowl as NDSU honors the 
dedication and achievements of agricultural leaders in 
North Dakota and western Minnesota. 

Since its beginning more than 50 years ago, Harvest Bowl 
has become a signature NDSU tradition — celebrating 
excellence in agriculture and agribusiness while supporting 
scholarships for student-athletes with agricultural roots. 
Over the years, more than 3,200 agriculturists have been 
recognized and more than $1.7 million in scholarships has 
been awarded to students connected to agriculture. 

Please join us as we pay tribute to individuals who make 
agriculture strong.

Register at www.NDSUFoundation.com/Harvest-Bowl 
or by scanning the QR code below:  

RSVP by November 10, 2026.   
 Questions? Call 701.231.6800, option 2 or email Events@NDSUFoundation.com  

2026 Harvest Bowl Registration 

Friday, November 20
Harvest Bowl Awards Dinner
5 p.m. Registration and social
6 p.m. Dinner and awards program  
Followed by Bison Bingo

Butler Machinery Arena | Red River Valley Fairgrounds
1805 Main Ave W | West Fargo, ND 58078

Saturday, November 21
Harvest Bowl football game 
3 p.m. CT Kickoff
NDSU vs. Northern Illinois
Fargodome 

COUNTY	 NAME	 CITY/STATE
Adams	 Ryan and Jackie Beer	 Lemmon, SD
Barnes	 Mark and Emily Formo	 Litchville, ND
Benson	 Doug Schmid	 Oberon, ND
Billings	 James and Leona Odermann	 Belfield, ND
Bottineau	 Gerald and Joan Wettlaufer	 Bottineau, ND
Bowman	 Raymond and Christal Lee	 Rhame, ND
Burke	 Roger and Roberta Helseth	 Columbus, ND
Burleigh	 Clark and Sara Coleman	 Bismarck, ND
Cass	 Jim and Jennifer Thompson	 Page, ND
Cavalier	 Terry and Janet Jacobson	 Wales, ND
Dickey	 Brady and Anna Kemmer	 Guelph, ND
Divide	 Marshall and Amy Tangedal	 Fortuna, ND
Dunn	 Mike and Dawn Stroh	 Killdeer, ND
Eddy	 Gordon and Colleen Benson	 Sheyenne, ND
Emmons	 Daniel and Toni Ann Weber	 Linton, ND
Foster	 Shane and Mary Wendel	 Carrington, ND
Golden Valley	 Doug and Judy Johnson	 Sentinel Butte, ND
Grand Forks	 Michael and Lynnae Braun	 Thompson, ND
Grant	 Marvin and Karen Doll	 Elgin, ND
Griggs	 Tim and Deb Soma	 Cooperstown, ND
Hettinger	 Michael and Leah Madler	 New England, ND
Hettinger	 Greg Madler	 New England, ND
Kidder	 Phillip and Melissa Porter	 Steele, ND
LaMoure	 Bruce and Sheri Stockman	 LaMoure, ND
Logan	 Tim and Ronda Erbele	 Streeter, ND
McHenry	 Justin and Karen Alme	 Balfour, ND
McIntosh	 Corey and Amanda Bader	 Lehr, ND
McKenzie	 Andrew and Jenn Wisness	 Watford City, ND
McKenzie	 Matthew and Alyssa Wisness	 Arnegard, ND
McLean	 Darrell and Stacey Scheresky	 Washburn, ND
Mercer	 Chris and Kayla Palmer	 Zap, ND
Morton	 Shane and Janna Tellmann	 New Salem, ND
Mountrail	 Gary “Fritz” and Cheryl Weisenberger	 Stanley, ND

2026 Harvest Bowl Honorees

Mark Watne ’82 2026 AGRIBUSINESS AWARD RECIPIENT

Mark Watne is a fourth-generation North Dakota 
farmer, cooperative leader and advocate for family 
agriculture whose leadership has strengthened 
farming, rural communities and cooperative 
enterprise across North Dakota and the nation.

Raised near Velva, North Dakota, Watne 
dedicated his career to creating opportunities for 
family farmers and ranchers. He served as president 
of the North Dakota Farmers Union from 2013 to 

2025, becoming a respected voice in agricultural policy, cooperative 
development, rural economic growth and farm profitability. Under his 
leadership, the organization expanded its legislative advocacy, youth 
education, member engagement and business ventures that support 
family farms and rural communities.

Before becoming president, Watne served on the North Dakota 
Farmers Union State Board of Directors, including as state treasurer, and 
spent 15 years with the organization in leadership and development roles. 
A champion of cooperative business models and value-added agriculture, 
he helped launch and grow farmer-owned enterprises. Among his most 
notable accomplishments was helping develop and expand the nationally 
recognized Founding Farmers restaurant concept, connecting consumers 
directly to family farmers through a farmer-owned supply chain.

Watne’s influence extends beyond North Dakota through service on 
the boards of the National Farmers Union, Farmers Union Enterprises, 
Agraria Insurance Company and other agricultural organizations. He 
also represented American agriculture internationally through the World 
Farmers’ Organisation.

A strong believer in education and leadership development, Watne 
expanded opportunities for young people through agricultural education, 
youth programming and leadership training.

Today, he continues to operate his 1,750-acre farm near Velva. He 
studied agricultural mechanization at North Dakota State University and 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Valley City State University. He and his 
wife, Michelle, are the proud parents of three children and grandparents of 
five grandchildren.

COUNTY	 NAME	 CITY/STATE
Nelson	 Michael Naas	 Fargo, ND
Oliver	 John and Tena Weinand	 Hazen, ND
Pembina	 Paul and Naomi Myrdal	 Edinburg, ND
Pierce	 Daniel and Virginia Held	 Harvey, ND
Ramsey	 Brent and Raechel Newgard	 Edmore, ND
Ransom	 Russell and Kay Reinke	 Lisbon, ND
Renville	 Jeff and Kathy Aalund	 Sherwood, ND
Richland	 Jim and Sue Moffet	 Barney, ND
Rolette	 Brian and Barbara Mothershead	 Rolette, ND
Sargent	 Kevin and Ronda Throener	 Cogswell, ND
Sheridan	 Owen and Jennifer Fiedler	 Butte, ND
Sioux	 Dusty and Lori Kraft	 Selfridge, ND
Slope	 Matt and Nicole Lambourn	 Amidon, ND
Stark	 Kurt and Susan Froelich	 Dickinson, ND
Steele	 Allen and Leigh Gunkel	 Hope, ND
Stutsman	 Jeremy and Meredith Schmidt	 Medina, ND
Towner	 Terry and Mavis Carter	 Rocklake, ND
Traill	 Greg and Kari Cotton	 Hillsboro, ND
Walsh	 Cameron and Estelle Bina	 Lankin, ND
Ward	 Todd and Kelly Finke	 Berthold, ND
Wells	 Brad and Cindy Tweed	 Sykeston, ND
Williams	 Andrew and Mara Sylte	 Williston, ND
Becker	 Brant and Tami Bigger	 Lake Park, MN
Clay	 Harmen Tande	 Moorhead, MN
Kittson	 Eric and Jenny Ristad	 Hallock, MN
Mahnomen	 Ray Bisek and Bonnie Spaeth	 Mahnomen, MN
Marshall	 Justin Kiesow	 Goodridge, MN
Norman	 Randall and Sandra Aarestad	 Halstad, MN
Otter Tail	 Dennis and Melissa Fronning	 Battle Lake, MN
Polk	 Mike Voxland	 McIntosh, MN
Traverse	 Timothy and Sara Gronfeld	 Johnson, MN
Wilkin	 Ben and DeAnn Loll	 Campbell, MN





