
Are you ready to give the gift of a scholarship? Are you curious about where to start, what options you have, or 
what the process will look like? Consider this your guide to giving scholarship support — and enjoy exploring 

the many ways you can tailor your impact at NDSU. Remember, our team is here to help you along the way. 

LET’S GET STARTED!

Your first step is to get in touch with a director of development at the NDSU Foundation 
to share your own unique financial and philanthropic goals.

Learn how NDSU is prioritizing scholarship support to meet the needs of current and 
prospective students, then decide how you would like your scholarship to make an 
impact. You may select from the following options:

Support students who need additional resources to pursue their goals 

Support students with a history of academic achievement

Need-based scholarships are awarded to NDSU students who:

•	 Demonstrate financial need as defined by the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA)

To determine eligibility for need-based aid, FAFSA compares the cost of attendance at NDSU — 
including tuition, fees, books, and living expenses — with the student aid index, a unique number 
calculated by each student’s personal information and financial background.

Merit-based scholarships are awarded to NDSU students who:

•	 Have a GPA ranging between 3.00 to 4.00
•	 Are first-year students OR transfer students with at least 12 transferable credits who 

are working toward their first bachelor’s degree

Merit-based scholarships are awarded using a tiered approach — with higher GPAs receiving 
more dollars — as determined by the NDSU guaranteed scholarship model.



Support students who are becoming the next generation of leaders in your field of 
study and/or passion area

College of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Natural Resources

New endowed scholarship | $25,000 or greater

New expendable scholarship | $5,000 or greater

College of Business

College of Arts and Sciences

Existing endowed scholarship | Any amount 

Existing expendable scholarship | Any amount 

College of Engineering

College of Health and Human Sciences

No thank you, I’m open to supporting all students in my preferred academic college.

Would you like to specify a department or major? 

These scholarships are awarded to NDSU students in an academic college, department, or 
major of your choice:

Yes, I’d like to support students in

Determine whether you would like to invest in an endowed scholarship or an expendable 
scholarship.

Endowed scholarship
Your endowed scholarship would become a permanent investment, creating a lasting source of 
support. The initial gift would be invested, and a percentage of the gift earnings would be used to 
award scholarship funds to NDSU students in perpetuity

Expendable scholarship 
Your expendable scholarship would provide immediate funds to NDSU students. Because the gift 
does not earn interest, the fund is closed when the award is fully dispersed.

Both expendable and endowed scholarships can be funded outright or through a pledge for up to five 
years. A one-time 5% gift fee is applied to all incoming gifts to support current and future fundraising 
efforts.



Determine whether you would like to create a new scholarship or invest in an existing 
scholarship.

If you are establishing a new fund, you will sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU), 
which outlines the purpose of your gift and defines the agreement between you (the 
donor) and the NDSU Foundation.

Finalize the details of your gift with support and guidance from our team at the 
NDSU Foundation, using this Guide to Giving as a reference.

 Creating a new scholarship?

Investing in an existing scholarship?

Name your new scholarship fund. You may choose to signal your legacy and include your 
own name or pay tribute to an influential figure in your life, like a family member, friend, 
or former NDSU professor.

The Opportunity and Excellence Scholarship has been designated as NDSU’s #1 proirity 
scholarship fund. By supporting this fund, you will empower NDSU to award scholarships 
based on the greatest needs of students and their families.

This scholarship is awarded to full-time NDSU students by the NDSU Office of Admission and NDSU 
Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships.

Yes, I’d like to write a legacy statement that explains what inspired me to give, what 
I value about NDSU, and/or what kind of impact I hope my gift will have.

Would you like to include a legacy statement in the MOU?  

No thank you, I’m not interested in writing a legacy statement. 

After signing an MOU and documenting your gift, you will complete the process of making your 
gift, and your scholarship will be awarded in the upcoming academic cycle.

YOUR IMPACT IS JUST GETTING STARTED.



Here’s a dedicated space for you to jot down your ideas, questions, or 
plans as you consider making a gift to student scholarships.

Questions? Reach out to your director of development or contact 
the NDSU Foundation at 800.279.8971.
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