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Contact Janna Swanson at 701-231-6807 or janna.swanson@ndsufoundation.com prior to the meeting date with questions or to 
request auxiliary aids or services if needed.  A quorum of the NDSU Foundation Executive Governing Board (EGB) may be present 
at this committee meeting.  Members of the EGB who, are not members of this committee, may attend and participate in this 
meeting, but only members of this committee may make, second, or vote on any motion or other action of the committee. 
 

North Dakota State University Foundation 
Grants Committee 

Regular Meeting Notice and Agenda 
Wednesday, September 24, 2025 

 
The NDSU Foundation Grants Committee will meet on Wednesday, September 24, 2025, at 1:00 pm CT.  
This meeting will originate at the NDSU Memorial Union in the Meadow Lark Room, Second Floor, 1401 
Administration Avenue, Fargo ND 58102. 
 

#Action required *See supporting document 
 

I. Roll Call 
 

II. Call to Order      Donn Diederich 
 

III. #*Approve of Minutes from 4/23/2025 & 9/4/2025  Donn Diederich 
 

IV. Presentation of Impact Fund Grant Applications 
(Each presenter has 10 minutes to present and 5 minutes for Q & A from the committee 
members) 
1. 1:10 pm Connor Challey & Bill Law – Equipment request for the NDSU Gold Star 

Marching Band 
2. 1:25 pm Dr. Harun Pirim – BisonBytes: Decoding AI for Real-World Problem Solving 
3. 1:40 pm Heidi Saarinen & Allison Peltier – Improving Women’s and Maternal Health 

Through Simulation Training 
4. 1:55 pm Dr. Sulaymon Eshkabilov – AgriBotics: The Farm Robotics and AI Student Club at 

NDSU 
5. 2:10 pm Dr. Sumitha George – AI-Centric Machine for Developing Scalable and Efficient 

Compute Architecture for Next-Generation Language Models 
6. 2:25 pm David Swenson – Ceramic Kiln Replacement to Support Growing Enrollment, 

Accessibility, & Educational Excellence in the School of Design, Architecture, & Art 
7. 2:40 pm Dr. Lopez-Martinez, Dr. Matthew Smith, Dr. Lisa Montplaisir – Building Better 

Biomedical Backgrounds 
8. 2:55 pm Tara Slominski & Dr. Lisa Montplaisir – Advancing Anatomy and Physiology Labs 

Through Anatomage Technology 
 

V. #Discussion and approval of funded applications  Donn Diederich 
 

VI. *Foundation Committee Structure Discussion  Donn Diederich 
 

VII. Comments on failed grant proposal requests   Donn Diederich 
 

VIII. Other Business      Donn Diederich 
 



 

 

IX. Adjourn 
 

Grants Committee 
Donn Diederich, Chair  Mike Hanson 
Barbara Burgum  Jon Horn   
Julie Burgum   Barb Jones 
Virginia Clark Johnson  Rob Lauf 
Terry Dahl   Jessica Wachter 
Kristi Hanson      John Wold       
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81362490090?pwd=PHLzgrXVk2tiiY3jqBXXffKtld5Ue8.1 
 
Meeting ID: 813 6249 0090 
Passcode: 263447 
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